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Greetings:  

On behalf of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Division of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management, I am pleased to welcome you as a member of a Regional 

Review Committee (RRC). Thank you for your commitment to furthering the safety of 

Minnesotaôs residents and the stateôs first responder personnel. 

You are one of a nine-member district RRC. Each member brings a diverse background as a 

representative of one of the following sectors: facilities regulated under the federal act; 

emergency response organizations; or the public, including community groups, the media 

or elected officials. 

The primary purpose of the six statewide RRCs is to ensure that county emergency 

operations plans include the Superfund Amendments and Re-Authorization Act (SARA) 

Title III -related information required by state and federal laws. Specifically, RRCs are 

charged with the task of determining whether county emergency operations plans (EOPs) 

adequately address the SARA Title III plan content items included in Minnesotaôs Local 

Emergency Operations Plan Crosswalk, the MNWALK. 

This orientation packet has been prepared to introduce you to the history, goals and 

functions of the RRC. Please also review the enclosed Standard Guidance Document, which 

should help you and other Committee members conduct your reviews in a consistent 

manner. 

The recently updated Guidance Document has sample language for county and municipal 

emergency management personnel and includes examples of how to incorporate the 

required SARA Title III information. These materials should make it easier for RRCs to 

arrive at a decision as to whether an EOP adequately addresses the required SARA Title III 

planning information. 

Should you have questions about your role or responsibilities as an RRC member, please 

contact the HSEM regional program coordinator (RPC) assigned to your district. A list of 

RPCs is included in the orientation packet. 

Again, thank you for your service and WELCOME ABOARD.  

Sincere regards, 

 

Joe Kelly 

Director 
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THE (U.S.) EMERGENCY PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT: IMPLEMENTATION IN MINNESOTA 

On October 17, 1986, the federal "Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA)," was 

enacted into law. This statute, commonly referred to as Title III, or the "Emergency Planning and 

Community Right-to-Know Actò (EPCRA), is intended to help communities deal safely and 

effectively with the numerous hazardous chemicals used in our society. EPCRA was incorporated 

into Minnesota law via passage of the ñMinnesota Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-

Know Actò (Minnesota Statutes [M.S.], Chapter 299K). 

In Minnesota, the responsibility for monitoring compliance with EPCRA, as well as carrying out 

several of its requirements, has been assigned to the Department of Public Safety Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management (HSEM).  

EPCRA requires that every state carry out the following responsibilities: 

¶ Facilitate the Title III emergency planning process at the local government level; 

¶ Provide information about particular chemicals (or facilities) necessary for the planning 

activities of political subdivisions; and 

¶ Establish procedures for receiving and processing public requests for information collected 

under Title III. 

Under Section 301 of Title III, states are required to designate emergency planning districts, and to 

appoint members to a "Local Emergency Planning Committee" (LEPC) for each planning district. 

Initially, seven emergency planning districts were designated for the entire State of Minnesota, and 

appointed members to an LEPC for each district. However, when M.S., Chapter 299K was enacted 

in July 1989, the LEPCs were re-designated as Regional Review Committees (RRCs).  

Interested applicants should complete a Regional Review Committee Service Application and submit 

it via e-mail, U.S. mail, fax or in person.  

Minnesota Department of Public Safety 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

Attn: RRC Application 

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 223 

Saint Paul, MN 55101-6223 

E-mail: dps.hsem@state.mn.us 

Fax: 651-296-0459 

Phone: 651-201-7400 

Applications will remain on file for one year and may be considered in the event of a committee 

vacancy.  

Contact Information: 

Questions may be directed to Joe Neuberger, HSEM Operations branch director, at 651.201.7408 or 

joe.neuberger@state.mn.us. 

mailto:dps.hsem@state.mn.us
mailto:joe.neuberger@state.mn.us
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CURRENT RRC MEMBERSHIP[DJ(1] 

The primary duty of an RRC is to review the emergency operations plans (EOPs) of the political 

jurisdictions in its district, in accord with the stateôs four-year planning/exercising cycle. At a 

minimum, RRCs review EOPs to determine if they adequately address the required SARA Title III 

planning elements, as identified in Minnesotaôs Local Emergency Operations Plan Crosswalk (the 

MNWALK). When reviewing EOPs, RRCs note deficiencies and offer suggestions regarding plan 

improvements. Since their inception, RRCs have reviewed the EOPs of all 87 counties, 46 cities and 

the University of Minnesota. Most of these plans have been reviewed multiple times. To facilitate the 

review process, members often meet with the applicable emergency management directors in their 

counties.  

For a list of the current membership of RRCs, please go to the EPCRA website at 

http://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/epcra or contact your regional program coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSEM Regional Map 

http://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/epcra
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REGIONAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  

EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT POLICY AND RATES 

Reimbursement of RRC member expenses is based on Minnesota Statutes, section 15.0575, 

subdivision 3. The most recent reimbursement rates and policies are summarized below. 

Effective January 1, 2022, the mileage reimbursement rate is $.55 cents per mile. Other principal 

reimbursement rates ----board compensation ($55/day) and meals (a maximum of $9 for breakfast, 

$11 for lunch and $16 for dinner). NOTE: Only actual meal expenses may be claimed. 

 

We need your assistance to ensure that expense reimbursement checks are issued promptly. Expense 

reports must be filled out as completely and accurately as possible, and be accompanied by the 

necessary receipt(s). Please remember the following: 

1. Complete expense reports legibly in pen, not pencil. Please print. 

2. State and local government employees serving on the RRC are normally not eligible to receive 

board compensation. 

3. Parking and lodging expense reimbursement requires a receipt, except when the parking space 

is metered. 

4. Meal reimbursement: 

¶ BREAKFAST expense is reimbursable ñéif the employee leaves home before 6:00 a.m. 

or is away from home overnight.ò 

¶ LUNCH expense is reimbursable ñéif the employee is in travel status more than 35 miles 

away from his/her normal office or is away from home overnight.ò 

¶ DINNER expense is reimbursable ñéif the employee cannot return home until after 7:00 

p.m. or is away from home overnight.ò 

Because of the foregoing meal reimbursement criteria, DEPARTURE and ARRIVAL TIMES must 

be entered in the Time column for both the outbound and return portions of each trip.  

5. RRC membersô completed expense reports must be submitted to the District HSEM regional 

program coordinator. 

6. If reimbursable expenses have been incurred, completed expense reports should be submitted 

at least once each quarter (1/1-3/31, 4/1-6/30, 7/1-9/30, 10/1-12/31) of the state fiscal year. 

If you have questions or would like a copy of an expense report, please contact your regional program 

coordinator. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=15.0575
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